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When attempting to join the meeting today one couldn’t help but think of those young folks who forgot 
their oil and were late getting to the Bridegroom’s party.  They knocked and knocked on the door, but 
the ZOOM master wouldn’t open it!  Thank you to Robert Cummings for serenading us with a tune by 
the Beatles as we waited. (Who doesn’t love Penny Lane?) After some challenges with joining the 
meeting, we finally found ourselves gathered as the gracious body of Christ here in this time and place.  
We are so thankful for all those who helped make this meeting possible and while we had a few glitches 
to start, the meeting went forward without delay. Bravo to all our ZOOM techies!  We are indeed 
blessed to have so many talented and faithful folks in our Presbytery.  We are also grateful and indebted 
to the many folks who serve on committees as well as support staff and professionals who give so 
tirelessly of their time and talents.  Thank You!  

As we began the meeting our Moderator, the Reverend Hal Bennett called our attention and 
remembrance to the many Native American tribes in whose lands and cultures in which we live as we 
minister to the world here in Western North Carolina. To be mindful of where we are and the rich 
history of these tribes and lands, specifically the Cherokee, the Lumbee, and the Coharie, to name a few.  

At least 15 new Elders were participating in their first presbytery meeting as well as several 
corresponding members, and we always give thanks for this.  Participation in presbytery meetings is one 
way for folks to stay connected and support one another, particularly in light of the past year.  Let’s keep 
encouraging one another to share in these wonderful gatherings as we do the much-needed business 
before us.   

We enjoyed a wonderful worship service led by Hal Bennett, Pastor of Dulatown Presbyterian Church, 
and Co-Commissioned Pastors, Tamika Garrison and Rick Leisnner, who serve Quaker Meadows 
Presbyterian Church.  Pastor Bennett’s sermon, “What Things?” gave us much to consider as we too 
walk the Emmaus Road with Jesus, walking right along beside us, calling us to follow and serve.  That 
as he reveals himself to us, he shows what he has done for us and calls us to love and care for a hurting 
and troubled world.  We shared in Holy Communion using whatever elements we had at home, proving 
once again that even though we are gathering across the internet, the Holy Spirit binds us together using 
the simplest of elements.  Thanks be to God!   

We welcomed and commissioned Margaret (Vickie) Burgess as a Commissioned Pastor for Dallas First 
Presbyterian Church.  There were several good questions asked of Vickie during the process and she 
fielded them all with grace and knowledge.  We know the folks at the Dallas church are delighted to 
begin this journey with her.   

There were several reports that bear notice.  Dick Larson shared the work of the General Council with 
many items for information as well as future work of the committee. Also a mention of a new 
worshiping community in Lincolnton.  Sarah Grace Montgomery with Youth Ministry shared photos 
from their latest mission trip as well as dates for future events.  Jane Laping gave an update on Earth 
Care Congregations (there are at least 9 in our Presbytery) as well as ways to encourage your 
congregation to join in. Helen Hall of the Dulatown Church gave a wonderful presentation on 
participating in the Matthew 25 initiative.  She shared many activities and programs that work for them 



at Dulatown and perhaps would encourage others to participate.  Other important reports are in the 
packet for your information, and you are encouraged to read them as you are able.  

Byron Wade, our General Presbyter, shared many thoughts about this last year and how he and the 
Presbytery Staff are adapting and creatively meeting the many needs of our Presbytery.  It has been a 
challenging year for both clergy and congregations and considerable effort is being made to support and 
encourage those who have been isolated and working so hard from home.  Particular attention was 
brought to ministers who may be burned out or depressed after this year.  Byron then led us into a time 
of sharing in our break-out groups, where we talked about our griefs and challenges.  It was a powerful 
and meaningful time to chat with a small group and discover how many things we have in common and 
how we are coping and supporting one another.  A common theme was the loss of connections that we 
normally experience when we used to see each other at church.  The loss of singing together and making 
music, of eating those potluck suppers, of reaching out to physically support those who have lost loved 
ones and those who are celebrating a milestone or birth.  So many things we used to take for granted.  
And yet, there were many expressions of thankfulness for the creativity and courage of those pastors and 
church leaders who have found ways to adapt and bring worship and comfort to so many.   Byron then 
called us back together for a time of prayer, where we were all encouraged to share either silently or by 
posting on the chat screen those whom we lift up to God.  It was a lovely conclusion to a successful 
meeting.  Amen! 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by Jim Taylor, CP at Newdale and Grassy Creek Presbyterian Churches. 

 

 

  

 

   


